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book by Stephen Cole Kleene 1909 1994 is essential for anyone who wants to understand mathematical logic at the 
graduate level The motivating theme driving this book is the consistency question for arithmetic Both the negative 
results of G ouml del and the positive result of Gentzen are given as consequence Stephen Cole Kleene was one of the 
greatest logicians of the twentieth century and this book is the influential textbook he wrote to teach the subject to the 
next generation It was first published in 1952 some twenty years after the publication of G ouml del s paper on the 
incompleteness of arithmetic which marked if not the beginning of modern logic at least a turning point after which 
ldquo nothing was ever the same rdquo Kleene was an important figure in logic 
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