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The theory of finite fields whose origins can be traced back to the works of Gauss and Galois has played a part in 
various branches in mathematics Inrecent years we have witnessed a resurgence of interest in finite fields and this is 
partly due to important applications in coding theory and cryptography The purpose of this book is to introduce the 
reader to some of these recent developments It should be of interest to a wide range of students researchers and pract 
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