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author is a well known statistician who has also a gift as historian The book is a collection of essays on the 
development of the main ideas in Statistics These essays are not in chronological order and overlap on several points 
That can create some confusion in the reader The first essay is about the controver This lively collection of essays 
examines in witty detail the history of some of the concepts involved in bringing statistical argument to the table and 
some of the pitfalls that have been encountered The topics range from seventeenth century medicine and the 
circulation of blood to the cause of the Great Depression and the effect of the California gold discoveries of 1848 upon 
price levels to the determinations of the shape of the Earth and the speed of light to In Statistics on the Table 
statistician and historian of science Stephen M Stigler collects and revises 22 of his scholarly and often witty essays 
from the past 25 years reflecting the combination of detective work and statistical thinking that charac 
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