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5 of 5 review helpful An Essential Part of Recent Mathematical History By Ivan Sayer This is the kind of book about 
Mathematical History I love to read It follows the development of an important idea through various phases showing 
why mathematicians of particular persuasions thought and wrote of it as they did This does a lot more for one s 
understanding than a mere series of definitions statements and proofs Of cour The Axiom of Choice is the most 
controversial axiom in the entire history of mathematics Yet it remains a crucial assumption not only in set theory but 
equally in modern algebra analysis mathematical logic and topology often under the name Zorn s Lemma This 
treatment is the only full length history of the axiom in English and is much more complete than the two other books 
on the subject one in French and the other in Russian This book covers the Axiom s p 
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