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7 of 7 review helpful Takes the mystery out of concurrency and distributed computing By Brian Beckman One of the 
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best books I have ever read on any topic Even if you don t care about the subject matter modeling and model checking 
the blazing clarity and simplicity will delight you Classically reductionist it boils all the complexity of systems 
including distributed concurrent parallel Byzantine systems the kinds This work shows how to write unambiguous 
specifications of complex computer systems The first part provides a concise and lucid introduction to specification 
explaining how to describe with mathematical precision the behavioural properties of a system what that system is 
allowed to do The emphasis here is on safety properties The second part covers more advanced topics including 
liveness and fairness real time properties and composition The books final two pa From the Back Cover TLA 
represents the only effective methodology I ve seen for visualizing and quantifying algorithmic complexity in a way 
that is meaningful to engineers Brannon Batson Processor Architect Intel Corpora 
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